8th Grade History ELO’s
Unit I: Early Heritage of the Americas
1) Explain and Analyze the diversity of early American culture before the arrival of the Europeans
a) Analyze and describe the methods and reasons why early humans came to America.

b) Analyze and describe the major civilizations that developed in the Americas.

c) Analyze and describe Native cultures in North America and explain how they developed compared to the civilizations of Central and South America.


2) Evaluate the importance of the discovery, explorations, and early settlements in America by the Europeans.

a) Describe the impact Europeans had on early Americans.
b) Explain how different European nations viewed and planned on using North America for their benefit


3) Explain and Analyze the effect a region’s geography had on the economic, cultural, and political development of each colony.
a) Explain why the English established colonies in North America.

b) Explain how the English colonies development diverged from English culture.

Unit II: A Nation is Born
1) Explain and Analyze the causes, consequences, and perspectives of the American Revolution.
a) Describe the events that pushed the colonies into open rebellion.

b) Explain how the colonies were able to defeat the world’s largest super power.


2) Analyze and Describe the historical foundations of the U.S. government.
a) Analyze and describe the ideas used by the Founding Fathers to create an American Government.
b) Analyze the Articles of Confederation and the Constitution.

c) Analyze the teachings of John Locke.


3) Analyze and describe the principles of constitutional democracy in the U.S.
a) Describe the main roles of each branch of government.

b) Explain the peoples’ roles in the U.S. democratic system.
Unit III: A Nation Takes Shape/Expansion
1) Analyze and Describe the precedents establish by Washington.
a) Explain how Washington strengthened the role of the President and establish traditions that would last for decades.


2) Analyze and Explain the significance of the U.S.’s western expansion.
a) Analyze the idea of Manifest Destiny. Explain how the Americans used this theory to settle from coast to coast.

b) Analyze the following historical events: Louisiana Purchase, Missouri Compromise, Oregon Territory, Texas Revolution, Mexican American War, Mexican Cession, Gadsden Purchase


3) Analyze and Describe the political changes brought on by the U.S. presidents after George Washington.
a) Explain how presidents such as Jefferson and Jackson handled unforeseen issues with a United States, such as, national banks, Indian Removal, Western Expansion, and War.

Unit IV: Division and Reunion
1) Analyze and Explain the cause and effects of sectionalism in the mid 1800s.
a) Explain how western expansion caused tension between different regions of the U.S.

2) Analyze and describe the reform movements of the 19th Century (abolition, women’s)

a) Explain how movements such as Women’s Suffrage and Abolitionism created further division in Northern and Southern Culture.

3) Analyze and Explain the causes, consequences, and perspectives of the Civil War.
a) Describe how our nation devolved into Civil War.

b) Explain the methods and reasons the North and South used to justify fighting the Civil War.

c) Explain the effects the Civil War had on American society.
